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408 THE CAMBRO-BBJTON. 

LETTERS ON BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 

LETTER V. 

Town of Brecon — The Castle — Bridge over the Usk — Inns— 
Churches and Dissenting Chapels — Language — Walks. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Sir, — When within a mile of the town you have a full view 
of the Priory Church, close to which and the Priory House 
the road leads over the Honddy into the main street on that 
side, which goes by the name of the Struat, and appears to 
have a Welsh origin, as if Ystrywad*. The Hay Road, or 
that from Hereford, comes in here, and leads you on by the side 
of the river in view of the romantic walks of the grove on the 
opposite side. Going up the Struat street you soon pass into 
the middle of the town, or, instead of crossing the bridge, take 
the new road to the Castle Inn, an edifice erected within these 
few years by Sir Charles Morgan, who is the proprietor of the 
Castle and a great part of its ancient domains. The old Castle 
appears to have been large and magnificent, and well adapted 
for defence. The ancient gateway was demolished to form the 
present opening, which the antiquary cannot avoid regretting ; 
for, though the present alteration may be in some respects an 
improvement, yet there is that mixture of ancient and modern 
that forms rather a grotesque appearance. The ancient en- 
trance ought not to have been taken down, especially as there 
is no proper carriage road from the town, the bridge being too 
narrow, besides other obstructions, which, owing to the ob- 
stinacy of individuals, Sir Charles was not permitted to re- 
move. This constitutes the last improvement of the kind, all 
the old gateways being now taken down, and the town thereby 
made more lightsome as well as more convenient. 

The Castle of Brecknock was the work of Bernard de New- 
mark, the Norman conqueror of Brecknockshire. The Priory 
owes its origin to the same potent lord. Ely Tower is still 
suffered to continue, as well as a small fragment of the ivy- 
mantled turrets, that once formed part of the residence of 

* More properly, perhaps, yitrad or ystrawd. We are not aware, in- 
deed, that there is in the language such a word as ystrywad.— En. 
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Bernard and De Breos. It was in the Tower just mentioned 
that Morton, Bishop of Ely, was confined, being committed 
here by Richard the Third, to be , kept in close custody by 
Stafford, Earl of Buckingham, Lord of Brecon : Richard hav- 
ing displeased the Earl, that nobleman entered into a conspi- 
racy with the Bishop, which terminated in the dethronement of 
Richard, by the victory of Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond, 
at the battle of Bosworth. 

From the Castle is a fine view of the river, the western 
part of the town, and the Beacons lifting up their summits in 
the clouds. The bridge over the Usk appears, from an old 
englyn, to be as old as the year 1563, and was improved after 
the great frost of 1795, by its enlargement and the widening 
of its entrance. From this bridge there is a pleasing landscape 
of sloping fields, woods, and eminences ; above it the wood of 
Benni, surmounting the fine cultivated land, has a very roman- 
tic appearance, and on the other side is Pen y Crug, with its 
bare top ; down the river the walk is pleasant on either side, 
the land rising finely, and particularly on the right, where 
Clos y Coed Wood has a fine effect. The town is thus sur- 
rounded with sloping eminencies, while the Beacons, called 
Bannau Brycheiniog, and the highest peak, Cadair Arthur, 
proudly elevate their heads over all. The summit, commonly 
called Bwlch y Van, is 850 yards above the bed of the Usk, 
and 1000 above the level of the Bristol Channel. The road to 
Merthyr formerly lay over the Bwlch, more classically called 
Cadair Arthur, but now a good turnpike road lies in a differ- 
ent direction to that populous place, from whence there is a 
beautiful road to Cardiff. 

The appearance of the town is, upon the whole, interesting 
to a stranger, and, more minutely surveyed, it will appear to 
possess in variety what it wants in uniformity. The Town 
Hall, erected at the expence of the late Charles Morgan, Esq. 
of Derw and Tredegar, is a handsome building, and contiguous 
to it is the Golden Lion, until of late the head inn, but now 
ranking only as a respectable second inn. The Bull, the Bear, 
the Swan, and the Sun, are also good inns. The Town Church, 
or St. Mary's, is a good structure, and rendered very commo- 
dious for the living, but it has no accommodation for the dead : 
St. John's, or the Priory, being the Parish Church where our 
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forefathers rest. There is St. David's, or Laavace Church, oyer 
the water, for the inhabitaats of that part of the town, and 
there is service once every Sunday in'the College. This'town 
contains many Dissenters, .and they have' four places of wor- 
ship, which are well attended ; the service is mostly in Welsh 
except among the Wesleyans. In the churches the service is 
generally English, in St. Mary's entirely so, and in St. John's 
and St. David's alternately. Here, as in some other towns of 
South Wales, the English language has increased of late al- 
though it cannot be admitted, that the Welsh has diminished 
to the extent that has been affirmed, though it has few admirers 
among the more respectable part of the inhabitants * 

There are pleasant walks about Brecon, either down the 
Watton Street out of town, along the Monmouthshire road, or 
by the side of the Navigation. The Captain's Walk is a fashion- 
able promenade, but in summer time the walks in the Priory 
Grove are the general resort. The river Honddy gurgling 
below, the road on the other side, and the ground irregularly 
rising above, add to the pleasantness of the walk, and take off 
from the solitariness. Proceeding forward, the scenery varies, 
and the roaming student may lose himself in total exclusion 
from society, until he arrives at the Old Forge, and he may then 
cross the water, and walk by the side of the Pond, or return to 
Brecon a different, way over the fields. 

We shall at present defer our observations, until we have 
noticed those parts of the County which as yet we have not 
adverted to. 

I remain, Sir, 

With great respect, 

Ieuan. 

LETTER VI. 
Vicinity of Brecon—Goer— Caer Bannau— Roman Bath—Cutr 

vaen—Cadair Arthur— Penpont—Einion Sais—Trecastk. 

Sir,— The vicinity; of Brecon, which way soever you turn, 
is interesting. We" have already noticed the Priory «rove[ 
but, if the stranger wishes to visit the village of Battel, he 

* We regret to hear this unnational account of the good people of Bre- 
con, but hope, that the ensuing Eisleddvod will introduce our native tongu 
a little more to their' avour.— Ed, 



